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Abstract

The Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is a leading whitelist of open access journals (OAJs), that is, OAJs that
are presumably safe to publish in, or scholarly, because they follow best practices established by
COPE/DOAJ/OASPA/WAME. Academics rely on the DOAJ to select OAJs of choice, and filter for particular needs, for
example, English-only or no article processing charges. A search of DOAJ-indexed OAJs publishing work on ornamental
research identified five OAJs, but 60% of them had incorrect and thus misleading information. The ‘last update’ of all five
OAJs were outdated. The DOAJ must ensure that indexed OAJs have updated information. The Editors of OAJs also
bear responsibility.
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INTRODUCTION basic information about the publisher, best practices,
The Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) has journal metadata, copyright or publishing rights/licenses,
become one of the leading contenders for safe-to- and archival, and links to relevant OAJ websites. If
publish-in open access journals (OAJs) in recent years. correct, accurate and up-to-date, such information is
The DOAJ itself claims that it “is a community-curated useful for academics searching for a potential target OAJ
online directory that indexes and provides access to to submit their research findings or paper.

high-quality, open access (OA), peer-reviewed journals” .

[1]. The DOAJ Seal is the DOAJ’s maximum stamp of However, the DOAJ was not always this well-structured,
academic quality and scholarly approval [2]. To date, the and has faced challenges and criticisms in the past. The
DOAJ has claimed to index 16,875 OAJs, 11,972 of biggest challenge that the DOAJ likely faced in its history
which do not carry any article processing charges was the apparent listing of unscholarly (possibly
(APCs). Several of the DOAJ-indexed OAJs had (7 years predatory’) OAJs. Facing public scrutiny and pressure
ago) [3], and continue to have, variable pricing options from scholar!y QAJs, publishers aqd societies, the DOAJ
related to APCs. In terms of functionality, the database reassessed its indexed members in a thorough process
of OAJs is well structured and organized, and the search of reaccreditation [4]. The DOAJ is considered by OA
function is useful and user-friendly. Each entry offers scholars to be a premium OAJ whitelist, particularly
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those journals that carry the DOAJ Seal, which is the
DOAJ’s mark of scholarly quality [5], alongside its ethics
branding, namely that those OAJs follow principles of
transparency and best publishing practices [6]. It is not
necessary for all DOAJ-indexed OAJs to be Plan S-
compliant [7].

Despite these guarantees of quality, fluxes in OAJs that
were indexed and then delisted from the DOAJ suggests
that the screening criteria are still not as robust as they
should be and that the DOAJ is lacking careful review of
its indexed OAJs [8]. In January 2021, less than one-third
of DOAJ-indexed OAJs had a ‘last update’ date in 2020,
indicating that 70% of the OAJs had information outdated
by at least one year [9]. This affects the reliability of
information provided by the DOAJ to academics, and
may thus reduce the usefulness and reliability of the
DOAJ platform [10].

TESTING THE DOAJ: APPLICATION

TO ORNAMENTAL RESEARCH

To test the reliability of the DOAJ in identifying OAJs that
publish ornamental research, which is a highly
specialized field of horticulture and a subset of plant
science, the DOAJ was searched using the keyword
‘ornamental”. Surprisingly, without setting any filters,
only five hits were revealed. In fact, the objective was to
find OAJs that published papers in English and that did
not charge an APC, given that the author is unfunded
and thus unable to pay APCs, or OAJs with an APC
waiver. The five possible target journals (in order of
listing) were as follows: Journal of Horticulture and
Postharvest Research (JHPR), Romanian Journal of
Horticulture, Ornamental Horticulture (OH), Revista
Chapingo Serie Horticultura (RCSH), and Horticultural
Science (HS). This is a small percentage of all OAJs
indexed by the DOAJ. Adjusting the search function to
the broader keyword “horticulture” revealed 55 choices
of OAJs. However, to appreciate if they publish work on
ornamental research, each had to be screened
manually, totally defeating the purpose of a search at the
DOAJ for “ornamental”.

All five entries are outdated, that is, the ‘last update’
ranges from November 8, 2017 to February 24, 2021.
One OAJ (OH) published in Brazil is indicated as having
no APC [11], even though the journal website indicates
that the APC is 300 Brazilian Reais (about €48) [12].
Another OAJ (JHPR) published in the IR Iran is indicated
as having an APC of one million Iranian Rials (about €20)
[13], although the journal website indicates that the APC
is waived for non-Iranian authors [14]. For a third OAJ
(HS) published in the Czech Republic, the APC is
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indicated as being €320 [15]. However, it is in fact €320
plus VAT, which in the Czech Republic is 15% for
books/journals, so the actual price of the APC would be
€368 [16] (or €48 higher than the indicated DOAJ price).
The DOAJ thus lists incorrect and misleading information
for at least 60% of the five screened OAJs.
Consequently, from among these five possible target
OAlJs, only two of relevance and fitting the desired
criteria (English, no APCs) actually fitted the desired
profile, although each had to be independently and
manually verified since the DOAJ information was not
always accurate.

Separately, one of the OAJs (RCSH) [17] indicates a
mandatory ORCID for all authors, which is a very
important exclusionary policy that can be perceived as
being unfair or even discriminatory against those without
an ORCID and who might not wish to obtain one [18].
Therefore, for this OAJ [19], and for all others indexed by
the DOAJ, it would be useful to list ORCID requirements
for submission in the ‘best practices’ section of each
OAJ'’s profile to match the journal website’s instructions
for authors.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

OAJs and publishers indexed by the DOAJ, a publishing
whitelist, are only included based on best publishing
practices. In exceptional cases, a “superior” academic
quality stamp called the DOAJ Seal exists in
approximately 10% of all DOAJ-indexed OAJs [2]. In this
paper, a search for OAJs related to ornamental research
only revealed five results, all of which had outdated
information and at least two of which had erroneous and
thus misleading and unreliable information. This status
affects the usefulness of that information, and negatively
impacts the academic experience of would-be authors
seeking a possible target OAJ to publish their work.
Admittedly, the sample size is only five and similar
analyses would need to be conducted by other authors
in other fields of study, to appreciate whether the findings
made by the Morrison working group [9, 10] holds true
for other OAJs indexed by the DOAJ.

Currently, the DOAJ appears to be very flexible and not
at all strict with respect to the updated information status
of indexed OAJs. That is a problem. It relies on the
owners of OAJs and OA publishers to provide updates.
This policy should change, and the DOAJ should “chase”
indexed OAJs and OA publishers to provide at minimum
yearly updates, or better, updates every six months.
Those OAJs and OA publishers should have the
responsibility of ensuring that all information on their
DOAJ profile is correct, accurate and up-to-date. To
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inculcate a culture of academic responsibility and to
appreciate the importance of such indexing for their
publishing portfolio and reputation in the world of OA
publishing, a soccer-like penalty system could be
implemented. In such a system, any DOAJ-indexed OAJ
and OA publisher that is indexed but fails to update after
six months following an automated DOAJ-issued
reminder (yellow card), and then again after one year
following an additional request and reminder, should be
delisted (red card). Strict re-enlisting policies should also

be in place to avoid frivolous use or abuse of the DOAJ’s
indexing protocol.

Finally, neither the “quality” of OAJs indexed by the
DOAJ, nor the integrity of the covered literature have
been tested. This is an essential post-publication
analysis that eventually needs to be conducted for all
DOAJ-indexed OAJs.
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DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS ITTAT®OPMACBIHIAFbI AKITAPATTBIH
KAHAPTBUTYBI OHBIH HAKTBIIBIFBIH APTTBIPYbI MYMKIH

Tyniageme
Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) - Oy FBUIBIMU XXYMBICTapABI XXapusUlayFa O0IaThIH allIbIK, KOJI
JKeTIMII XypHaIJapablH eH Oemeri TiziMi, eMITKeHi oJ1ap XahaHOBIK peIakTOpIIbIK YibIMAap Oesriierex
yCcTaHBIMIIapFa covikec Kesemi. FambImMpap MaKcaTThl XypHayimapapl TaHaay ymriH DOA]J KompaHamwl
blnraruisl Oonty yiriH mwiatdopMaia mapameTpsiep OOVBIHIIIA CY3Ti KapacThIpbUIFaH, MbICaJIbl, MaKajlaJlapFa
aKpl TeJley[i Tajlall eTIeWTiH aFbUINIBIH TUTIHIEri >XypHajmap MeH OacbUIbBIMAApAbl TaHOay YIIIiH.
Hexopaiys cajlacklHOAFbl 3epTTeyiiep VIIIH alllblK KOJI JKeTiMAi XypHasigapAbl isgey IvlaTdopMaza
ecKipreH, IypbIC eMec )KoHe )KaHbUIBICTBIPATBIH aKIapaTsl Oap Oec GacbUIBIMIBI aHBIKTaAbL. VIHIEKcTereH
Keslep >KaHapThUIFaH aKlapaTeiMeH KenTipirenine DOA]J kemniinik Oepyi kepek. byn pmepexkesmepmin
peaKTopsiaphl /1a JKayarTel O0JIbIIT TaObUIybI THIC.
Tyniaai cesmep: AkameMusUIBIK, KoFamaap, Ovbmmorpadus Takpipein perinae, COPY / DOAJ / OASPA /
WAME eH XaKcbl YCTaHBIMIIAPBI, alllbIK, KOJI >KeTiMAi OachuIbIMIap, Mep3imiai OacbUIbIMAAp TaKbIPBIIL
peTiHie, XXBbIPTKBIIL Xy pHaJIIap, 9TUKa, akK TisiMaep
Honexce3 ymin: Termeripa ga Cwisa JK.A. Directory of Open Access Journals rwiaTdopMacsIHIaFbI
aKIapaTThlH, >KaHAPTBUIybl OHBIH, HAKTBUIBIFBIH apTTBIPYBl MYMKIiH AIIBIK KOJDKETIMIi XypHaigap
aHBIKTaMaChIH XaHapThUTY bl allIbIK KOJDKEeTiMIUIIK IUTaTPOPpMaChIHBIH, CeHIMIUIITIH ap TThIpaThIH MYMKIiH/IIK
Typasibl. MeOuIMHAIBIK IMIIoTe3a MeH STuKaHblH Opra AsuwsuiblK KypHaIel  2021:2(3):162-165.
https:/ /doi.org/10.47316/ cajmhe.2021.2.3.05

OBHOBJIEHUE MH®OPMAIIVN HA INTAT®OPME DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS
MOJKET ITOBBICUTB EE JOCTOBEPHOCTbD

Pe3rome
Directory of Open Access Journals (DOA]J) - 3To Hanbosiee aBTOPUTETHBIN PETVICTP XXy PHAIOB OTKPBITOTO
IOCTyTIa, B KOTOPBIX MOXHO ITyOJIMKOBaTh Hay4HBble paOOTHI, IIOCKOJIBKY OHV IPMBEpP>KeHBI IIPUHIINIIAM,
yCTaHOBJIEHHBIM ITIO0QJTEHBIMI PEIaKTOPCKMMIM OpraHM3auysMi. YdeHsle ncrionb3yioT DOA]J mrs otbopa
11eJIeBBIX XKy pHAJIOB. 71 yioOcTBa Ha IwiaTdopMe IIpeaycMOTpeH (PIIbTp II0 ITapaMeTpaM, HallpyuMep, IIJIs
BbIOOpa aHIVIOSI3BIYHBIX KYPHAJIOB ¥ WM3OAaHUM, He TpeOyIoIIMX OoIUIaTy 3a cTaThi. Ilowck XypHayioB
OTKPBITOTO JOCTYIIA [JIsl MICCIIEOBAaHMIL B 00JIaCTV JIeKOPpaIy BBISBIUL IISITh M3IAHN, II0 TIOBOTY KOTOPBIX
Ha IvlaTdopMe  copepXajlacb  yCTapeBlllas, HeBepHas ¥  BBOHdIMas B  3almyxgeHue
vHpopManya. DOAJ moipkeH rapaHTHpoBaTh, UYTO IIPOVHIEKCHPOBAHHBIE VICTOYHMKN ITpeCTaBIIeHbI
¢ 006HOBIIeHHO MH(POpMaIinern. PemakTopel 3TVX MCTOYHMKOB TakXKe JOJDKHBI HECTV OTBETCTBEHHOCTD.
KiroueBbie ci1oBa: AkazeMudeckie oOllectsa, Oubimorpadpun Kak Tema, jryumve npuHuunsl COPE /
DOAJ / OASPA / WAME, nyOmmukanuy OTKPBITOTO [OCTyIla, IIepuoAMyecKyre WM3HaHus KaK TeMa,
XUIITHIYeCcKVe XXy pHaJlbl, 3TMKa, OesIble CIIVICKI
Os nuruposarns: Termmeripa ma Cuisa 2K.A. O6HoBteHme nH@OpMary Ha mwiaTtdopme Directory of
Open Access Journals MOXXeT TIOBBICUTE €€ OCTOBEPHOCTE. LleHTpasibHOa3MaTCKII XY pHaT MEIVIIMHCKIIX
rurioTes v 3TmK. 2021:2(3):162-165. https:/ /doi.org/10.47316/ cajmhe.2021.2.3.05
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