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Abstract

As potential conflicts of interest (COI) are common in biomedical research, handling related issues and managing
disclosures is increasingly important. The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) revised its guidance
on COIl'in 2019 and introduced the latest version of the COI Disclosure Form in 2021. These documents provide guidance
regarding COlI policy for ICMJE member and non-member journals. The 2019 revision overviews the main changes in the
ICMJE policy. The ICMJE prioritizes appropriate COI disclosures by authors and all others involved in scholarly publishing.
Increasing the global awareness of the COl updated policies among all stakeholders is essential for strengthening ethical
standing of journals.
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INTRODUCTION COI disclosures for individual authors and all those
Managing potential conflicts of interest (COI) continues involved in the peer review and scholarly publishing. The
to be challenging in biomedical journals. As the credibility ICMJE stated that “public trust in the peer review process
of scholarly research depends on unbiased and and the credibility of published articles depend in part on
fransparent writing, peer review, and editorial decisions, how well COlis handled” [2]. Nonetheless, problems with
all of which can be affected greatly by COI, and since COl disclosure have persisted due to the difficulties
COl can arise at all stages of research and publishing surrounding the COI handling, or transparency, as the
[1], the integrity of scientific communication relies heavily interpretations of potential COI depend on individual
on COl disclosure. beliefs and perceptions with non-disclosure, incomplete,

and inconsistent disclosures frequently encountered by
Since the early 2000s, the International Committee of editors [3].

Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) has prioritized potential
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To facilitate proper handling of COI, the ICMJE
introduced a uniform disclosure form in 2010 [4].
Important issues, however, remained. For example, the
ICMJE recognized that the term “potential conflict of
interest” was confusing to authors and readers, and that
it led to misunderstandings, misapplications, and
misinterpretations of COI disclosures [3, 5]. To address
such issues, the ICMJE updated its guidance in 2019,
and introduced the revised COI disclosure form in 2021
[6, 7].

ICMJE REVISED STATEMENTS
Compared with the 2008 edition [8], the ICMJE
Recommendations were substantially amended in 2013,
especially in parts concerning authorship and COI.
Authorship criteria included a fourth criterion requiring all
co-authors to be accountable for all aspects of their work
to ensure that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately
investigated and resolved [9]. Furthermore, COI was
now listed under the subheading “Author
Responsibilities”, and the concept that “perceptions of
COI” are as important as actual COI was introduced [9].
Even when there is no COlI, readers may think that there
is a conflict. Like actual, the perceived COI might be risky
and detrimental to the public trust [10].

To enforce accurate COI disclosures, it is necessary to
comprehensively and understandably define what is
COl. The 2013 edition of the ICMJE Recommendations
provides a succinct, clear, and detailed explanation of
COI[9].

In 2018, the ICMJE revised its Recommendations by
adding the statement that “purposeful failure to disclose
COl is a form of misconduct’ [11]. In the section on
Publishing and Editorial Issues Related to Publication in
Medical Journals, it was highlighted that scientific
misconduct includes purposeful failure to disclose COl,
and, in situations where there are concerns regarding
such misconduct, an expression of concern may be
published [11].

Until the latest revision of the ICMJE Recommendations
in 2019, journals had often published corrections in
cases of COIl non-disclosure. However, the ICMJE now
stresses that simply adding a previously missing
disclosure of potential COl is insufficient. This is a move
that makes it easier for journals and institutions to
sanction authors who conceal potential COI [12].

The latest edition of the ICMJE Recommendations
introduced several significant changes. One notable
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change is that the term “relationships and activities” is
used along with “COI” to improve the understanding of
conflicts. Authors should disclose all activities or
relationships, whether financial, non-financial, personal,
or institutional, that “are related to the content’” of a
submission. The document now stresses the importance
of readers who may determine whether such
‘relationships and activities” have an influence on
research  output.  Accordingly, authors  should
demonstrate their commitment to transparency through
complete disclosure to ensure the trustworthiness of the
scientific process [6]. The way things appear to readers
is as important as how they actually are. With this
change, final decisions about what is and what is not a
potential COI no longer rest with authors. Readers are
now entrusted with the responsibility to evaluate author
disclosures of relationships and activities. Until now,
authors themselves have been responsible to disclose
what they perceived potentially conflicting [13]. The
latest ICMJE Recommendations have encouraged all
those involved in the editorial process to transparently
disclose COl.

DISCLOSURE FORM CHANGES

The ICMJE first introduced its COI disclosure form in
2010, aiming to implement a uniform tool for disclosing
financial and non-financial interests. This form was made
publicly available on the ICMJE website. At that time, the
feedback regarding non-financial COI disclosures was
negative [14]. Specifically, there was concern about the
‘immense difficulty in defining COI beyond those that
involve the direct exchange of money.” This led the
ICMJE to remove direct questions about non-financial
COl, as well as questions related to COI of authors’
spouses and minor children [14].

Since the consequences of non-financial COI or other
circumstances that may influence research are
significant, the ICMJE decided to reword questions about
non-financial conflicts and introduced points about any
“relationships or activities” that could be perceived to
influence scholarly work [14].

In 2020, ten years after publicizing its first uniform COI
disclosure form, the ICMJE made significant changes to
straighten the disclosure, and the new Disclosure Form
was introduced in February 2021. The new form begins
with the clause “in the interest of transparency” and
specifically states that all relationships, activities, and
interests that may affect the content of the submitted
work need to be disclosed to demonstrate the author’s
commitment to transparency [7]. In the instructions on
how to use the Disclosure Form, considerable attention
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is paid to the importance of transparency in scientific
publications.

IMPLICATIONS OF NON-DISCLOSURE
As a matter of professional ethics, authors are expected
to disclose potential COIl and anything that might result
in bias. All stakeholders should understand that
numerous financial and non-financial (personal) conflicts
accumulate over an individual’s academic career. They
should also admit that COlI, particularly those not obvious
for readers, may have negative consequences if not
properly managed [15]. Disclosed and undisclosed COI
may affect the reliability of clinical evidence while the
introduced biases may diminish the value of scientific
research [16].

The ICMJE emphasizes that COl may also affect
editorial decisions, urging responsible editors with
potential COI to hand over their duties to peers. Editors
control priority of articles in their journals. They ensure
the journal integrity by enforcing authors’ adherence to
the instructions, but their own interests and biased
actions are difficult to manage [17]. The peer review
process and editorial decisions may be influenced by a
variety of conflicting financial and non-financial
relationships which most of the time remain obscure [17].

PERSPECTIVES

Managing COI is increasingly difficult due to the
expanding relationships between researchers and
sponsoring organizations. Such relationships are likely to
become more complex and challenging in the future [3].
What can be done to appropriately manage COI and
promote transparency in the scholarly publishing?

While there have been suggestions to create a central
database of author COl and integrate it with journals and
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XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK MEOAUILIMHAJIBIK >KYPHAJIABIK PEJAKIIMSJTAPOBIH XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK
KOMMWTETIHIH ¥CbIHBICTAPBIHA BUMOMEOUIIMSJIBIK JKAPUAITAHOBIPYIAFBI
KbI3bIKYIIBUIBIKTAPOBIH AIITYbI

Tyniageme

buomMenuiHabIK 3epTTeysiepae bIKTvMaI Myaaeriep KakTeirbichl (BIMK) sxui kesneceTiHmikTeH, Myaeriep
KaKTBIFBICHI Ty paJIbl aKllapaTThl alllbIll KepceTyiMeH OarIaHbICTBI MacesIeslep/i eIy 63eKTi Macesle OOJIbIIT
Tabpu1afbl. 2019 XbUIBI MeOUIIMHAIBIK XypHaJIIap pelakTopJlapblHbIH XaiIblKapaiblk komurteTi (ICMJE)
FBUIBIMM JKYMBIC HOTVDKeJIepiH XYprisy, cuiarray, pefdakiusulay >KoHe MeOMLVHAJIBIK XypHalgapaa
JKapusulay Typasibl YCBIHBIMIAPBIH KariTa KapacTeIphbir, 2021 XXbUTBI BIKTVIMAaII My/IJiesiep KaKThIFbICHI Ty pasIbl
aknaparTelH, (PCP) confbl HycKachIH ycbiHIBL byt Kyxarrapna ICMJE KypaMmbiHa KipeTiH XypHaiapra,
COHJIaM- aK, KaJIFaH XapusulaHbIMIapFa fa apHaFad bIMK casicatsr OorvieiaIa yebiHbIMIOapsL 6ap. ICMJE
aBTOPJIap >K9He FBUIBIMM JKapUsUIaHBIMIAPIIbI XKa3yFa KaTbIChl Oap OapsiblK TysFaiapablH, bIMK-HeL arreim
KepceTyiHe GaceMABIK Oeperi. bapibik Mymiesi Tapantap apacbkiHia bIMK-HBIH KaHapTbhUIFaH casicaTbl
Typaibl XahaHIbIK XabapIapIIblFbIH apTTHIPY KXYpHAAAPOBIH 3TUKaIBIK MapTeOeciH HBIFAUTYy YIIiH eTe
MaHBI3IbI OOJIBIT TaObUIAIbL.

Tyniaai cesgep: Mymneriep KaKTBIFBICHL, Oacria ici, pemaxIVsUIBIK casicaT, FBUIBIMM KOFaMpap, Mep3iMii
GacbUTBIMIAP TaKBIPHIII peTiHe

Hanexces ymrin: T. Komsmma. XajislKapasiblK MeOUITMHAIBIK XXy PHTIBIK, pedaKIsUIapIblH XaIbIKapasIbIk,
KOMWTETiHiH, YCBIHBICTapblHa OMOMEOUITMSUIBIK, >KapWsUIaHABIPYHAFbl KbI3BIKYIIBUIBIKTAPIBIH —Aalllybl.
MenuuyHaielK, Turoresa MeH 3TuKaHblH Opra  Asmsuielk  KkypHael 2021, 2 (1):  18-22.
https:/ /doi.org/10.47316/ cajmhe.2021.2.1.03

PACKPBITUE ITIOTEHIIMAJIBHBIX KOH®JIMKTOB MHTEPECOB B BMOMEOMUIIVIHCKUX
ITYBJIIMKALMIX B COOTBETCTBVMM C PEKOMEHIOAIIMAMU MEXOYHAPOOHOI'O
KOMWTETA PEJAKTOPOB MEOAVITMHCKMX ) KYPHAJIOB

Pe3rome

ITockonbky moTeHIMasIbHble KOHMIMKTBI wHTepecoB (COI) saBisioTcss OOBIUHBIM — SBJIEHVEM B
OMOMENMIIMHCKMX WCCIIeOBAHMSIX, pellleHre Ipo0sieM, CBA3aHHBIX C PacKpeITveM WHQOpMaIm O
KOHJIMKTaX WHTEPecoB, sBJISIeTCS aKTyaJlbHbIM BOIIPOCOM. MeXIyHapOoaHbII KOMWUTET pelaKTOpPOB
MeguimHCKuX XypHatos (ICMJE) B 2019 romy mepecMoTpesl cBOM peKOMeHIAluy II0 IIPOBENEHMIO,
OIMCaHUIO, peJaKTUPOBAHMIO U ITyOJIMKaIUM pe3yJIbTaToOB HayuHOM paboThl B MEAMIIMHCKIIX XXy pHaslaxX U
MIPeNCTaBII IIOCIEHIO Bepcrio (POpMBI pacKpbITHS ITOTeHIIMaIbHOro KoHdmKTa mHTepecos (I1IKV) B
2021 romy. DTM HOKYMEHTHI coflepXKaT peKoMeHalmyu oTHocuTenbHo noymTuky IIKW s XxypHaiios,
koropele BxogaT B ICMJE, a Taxke w1 octanpHbeIX msganui. ICMJE ypenser nmpuopureTHoe BHUMMaHMe
packpeiTiio ITIKVM aBropamu wm BceMm [OpyrMMy JIMIlaMy, y4acTBYIOIIVMM B HalVICAaHMM Hay4HBIX
ny6rmkanmm. TlosblrieHne 17106a1bHOT OcBeioMIIeHHOCTM 00 oO6HoBsleHHON monmTrke ITKV cpenm Beex
3aMHTepeCcOBaHHBIX CTOPOH MMeeT BaKHOe 3HaueHVe Il yKpeIUIeHs 3TUYeCcKOro cTaTyca )Xy pHasIoB.
KnroueBpie cioBa: KoHQIMKT mHTepecoB, WM3gaTebcKoe [eJIo, pedaKIMOHHasl IIOJINTWKa, Hay4HBIe
oO111ecTBa, TIepUoATIecKye M3JaHNs KaK TeMa

st mutvpoBanws: T. Komsuma. PackpbITiie MOTEHIIMAIBHBIX KOHMIVMKTOB MHTEPECOB B OMOMEIMITMHCKMX
Iy OJIMKAIIMSIX B COOTBETCTBUNL C peKOMeHAAIIMAMY MeXXIyHapOIHOIo KOMUTEeTa PeIaKTOPOB MEIVIITMHCKIIX
XypHasioB. lleHTpasibHOA3MATCKMIT >KypHaJl MeOMIMHCKMX TumoTes u ostmkm. 2021, 2 (1): 18-22.
https:/ /doi.org/10.47316/ cajmhe.2021.2.1.03
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